
  DEMOCRACY MATTERS

Connecting the Dots: Women, Money and Politics

“Women's are effectively silenced because they cannot compete with the huge sums of money that corporations, special interests, and a handful of wealthy individuals contribute to election campaigns.”

                              Joan Mandle, Democracy Matters Executive Director;

                              Former Director of Women’s Studies, Colgate University
THE GENDER GAP: 
There is a significant gender gap in voting and attitudes between men and women. Typically women are from 7-12% more likely than men to vote for the Democratic and more liberal candidate.. In addition, efforts to achieve an equal and just society have historically been led or critically supported by women— movements for suffrage, abolition, civil rights, peace, women’s rights, LGBT issues, environment, seniors and the disabled. And there also exists a significant gender cap in attitudes between men and women. Women are more likely to oppose military intervention, support control of firearms, support affirmative action, racial equality, quality health care reform, and other programs for basic human needs. Women are also more likely to generally favor a more activist government than are men.

A gender gap represents only a relative difference between the genders. It does not mean that all or even most men and women disagree politically.  Clearly there have always been conservative women whose views do not reflect the gender gap.  Recently, led by Sarah Palin, these women have become even more vocal and are among the most visible leaders of right wing efforts such as the Tea Party and other conservative movements.

WOMEN RUNNING WOTH PUBLIC FINANCING: 
 Public financing of election campaigns empowers women, people of color, working people and everyone without the huge financial resources it takes to run for office today. Just two examples from states with public campaign financing:

 MAINE:  More women have run and won with “clean elections” in Maine than before the public financing laws were passed. Women candidates in Maine cite  the availability of public financing as  a “very” important factor in their decision to run for office. Rep. Deborah Simpson (D-Auburn, ME) is in office today because of Clean Elections. Just a few years ago, she was a waitress in a diner, putting herself through college, and raising her young child by herself. She was politically involved but never considered being able to have the money to run for office. 

“The tipping thing for me was that I could see that with Clean Elections it was doable,” says Simpson. “I could manage to get the qualifying contributions and the budget to campaign. I’d have the resources without having to figure out how to ask for money from donors when I really didn’t live in that world.” Today, as chair of the Maine House judiciary committee, she’s in office advocating for those who don’t have a voice. “Every year I try to do things I think make the laws work better for people—especially for people who have difficulty.”

Rep. Nancy Smith, a farmer, also has praise for Clean Elections: “I’m a farmer and I think it’s important that farmers have their voice in the legislature but farmers don’t have access to buckets of money and our friends don’t have buckets of money.”  And Rep. Hannah Pingree, at 28 the youngest person and only the third woman to be elected Majority Leader, was also elected “clean.” 

ARIZONA:    Similar experiences were the case for women in Arizona as well. Now serving as President Obama’s Secretary of Homeland Security, former Arizona Governor Janet Napolitano (D-AZ) was reelected twice, after being the first governor ever elected using full public financing of elections.  On Gov. Napolitano’s first day in office, she signed legislation allowing the state to buy prescription drugs in bulk to lower prices. “If I had not run clean, I would surely have been paid visits by numerous campaign contributors representing pharmaceutical interests and the like, urging me either to shelve that idea or to create it in their image," she said in a 2003 speech. “They would be wielding the implied threat to yank their support and shop for an opponent in four years.”
Since the implementation of the full public funding system in Arizona, the percentage of minority candidates has more than doubled. Participation by people of color and minority candidates has been higher than 50 percent in each election since the system began. “When you think about Clean Election, the first word that comes to my mind is ‘fairness’ because it beings about inclusiveness, it also brings about a good amount of competitiveness and it opens it up in diversity, as well,” said Sen. Leah Landrum-Taylor, chair of the AZ. Legislative Black Caucus. And "The best thing about running Clean is that when you're in office, no one can pressure you to vote in a certain way,” said Rep. Kyrsten Sinema, a gay legislator, professor and former social worker, who in 2018 was elected to the U.S.Senate..

RESOURCES:  

Check out the following resources on women, money and politics: http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/index.php;   www.opensecrets.org; democracymatters.org; www.followthemoney.org; 
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