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Rhode Island college students urged to get involved in politics        

The Providence Journal, November 22, 2010

With the Democrats taking their lumps in Congress this past election, the engagement and excitement of young progressives that accompanied President Obama’s election in 2008 seems like a thing of the past.

But some 50 Rhode Island college students gathered at Brown University over the weekend to keep the flame alive. At the Rhode Island Political Boot Camp, the students heard from elected officials and grass-roots organizers, who schooled them in the nuts-and-bolts of field operations, use of the Internet, harnessing political data and public speaking.

Providence Mayor David N. Cicilline, who is headed to Congress in January to succeed Patrick J. Kennedy, and Lt. Gov. Elizabeth H. Roberts told the students in the morning of the importance of getting involved in the political process — a message that U.S. Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse echoed in a keynote address in the afternoon.

“It’s hard for young people who are just getting involved to have realistic expectations, but a lot has been accomplished in the last two years,” said Samantha Powell, 19, a Brown sophomore from Great Falls, Va., who helped organize the event. “The political climate isn’t so optimistic, right now. That’s one of the reasons we’re holding this conference — to get youth re-involved and get us out of this depressing political gridlock.”

The conference, with its slogan “Learn. Connect. Improve RI,” was organized by the Brown chapter of Democracy Matters and the College Democrats of Rhode Island. 
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Democracy Matters event discusses midterm elections    

The Ionian (Iona College), November 17, 2010

By Danielle DiMatteo 

Have you voted? Many citizens reply "no" to that popular question. Voting is as simple as going to 
your nearby assigned location, and casting the ballet. The participatory problem of voting does not seem to be how convenient the voting location is, but instead, the difficult decision for whom to vote.

We often read candidate's views in the newspaper or catch their political ads on television and perhaps feel as if they are not being truthful. The ad campaigns on television seem to be outrageous and somewhat vindictive from one candidate to the other. Instead of casting a vote, hoping the candidate is not corrupt, many Americans stay home that first Tuesday of November.

As Election Day approached, the newly established Democracy Matters club decided that it would be helpful to inform the Iona community on electoral subjects. One aspect the Democracy Matters Club focuses on is removing money from politics. Once this is done, the people have more of a say in government. This is intended to return power back to the people so that they are represented better by the government. It would be beneficial for the government to help its citizens rid themselves of personal debt.     
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Who Paid for the 2010 Election?        

Citizen Action of NY Blog, November 4, 2010

By Joan Mandle 

The 2010 elections have been dominated by headlines about anonymous donors, special interest influence, and record-breaking campaign spending and fundraising. So it’s clear that the real winner in all of this was big money - and the undue influence that major donors and corporations will have on elected officials in Albany, in Washington, and throughout the country.

We need to fight back against the take-over of our democracy by wealthy corporate donors. We need to demand that our state representatives in Albany pass a small donor and public financing system similar to those that have been working for years in New York City and in states like Connecticut, Maine, Arizona and elsewhere.

With public financing systems, ordinary Americans can run and win campaigns without depending on big private donors. And when elected, they are accountable to the voters, not to wealthy private contributors.

While a lot of ink has been spilled about outside spending in this year’s elections, it is important to remember that the candidates themselves raised and spent campaign cash at record levels. Outside spending fueled this dramatic increase in fundraising by not only increasing the number of races in play but also forcing candidates to spend more time raising money to defend themselves instead of using their time to talk with and listen to voters.

The escalation of fundraising and spending will not let up until we change the system of financing campaigns. It is estimated that the 2012 election will cost over $7 billion - with funding again coming from rich private funders. We may not know the names of the secret donors who spend hundreds of millions to influence our elections, but we certainly know what they want - a return on their investment to benefit them, not the American people.  
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Lazy voters: Don’t bother      

The Arbiter (Boise State)

By Tony Madonna, October 25, 2010 

Voting in the United States is a right that should be thought through carefully. If someone is not well informed about the candidates, then that person should not vote.

A democracy is set up to urge every individual to vote for who he or she feels will represent their individual interests; however, people do not vote that way anymore.

“I think most people slack off (when it comes to voting) which is unfortunate,” President of Democracy Matters Gus Voss said.

Instead of doing the research on the candidates and submitting a true vote, “lazy voters” either do not care about who gets elected or voice someone else’s opinion. In both cases, these people should not vote at all.     
[image: image5.png]== The Towerlight




Gearing up for political action        

The Towerlight (Towson University), October 14, 2010

By Meghan Gallagher 

Towson’s first Freedom Festival took place at Freedom Square Oct. 12 to showcase many of the politically engaged student groups on campus. Democracy Matters organized the event with support from the department of civic engagement.

Democracy Matters campus coordinator and president Erika Walther said that the festival was organized to promote political and civic engagement. Members from the TU Veggie Garden, Towson Energy Action, the College Republicans, Towson NORML, Progressive Democrats of Towson, the department of civic engagement and democracy matters set up tables and were present to answer student questions.

Free food, face painting, skits and speeches from each group occurred at the festival.
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Knight Talk with Mae Quilty '11 from Democracy Matters!
SMC Bloggers.com, September 29, 2010 

Mae Quilty is a senior Political Science Major and has started a group on campus called "Democracy Matters".

What is Democracy Matters?

Democracy matters is a non-partisan, campus-based national organization that works to get private money out of politics and people back in. They offer internships on different campuses across the US and work to train young people as effective grassroots organizers.

Why does democracy matter to you and why do you think it should matter to other St. Mike's Students?

Democracy matters to me because I see it as a privilege. I feel lucky to live in a country where my voice really does matter, and in order to make it count I need to actively engage in my society. There are so many issues out there today that people are passionate about and the cool thing about Democracy Matters is that it is connected to most of them. Whether it's the environment, health care, civil rights, women's empowerment, you name it, it all comes back to the issue of money in politics.     
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Making your voice count with Democracy Matters 

The Marquette Tribune, Marquette University,
September 23, 2010

By Aurora Prehn 

Have you ever felt your voice is ignored by your elected representatives? That you can’t really affect the issues you care about? Well, now you can make your voice heard.

Marquette is organizing a chapter of the national non-partisan student organization Democracy Matters. With elections just around the corner, the club’s timing is perfect because it is not associated with any political party, but it addresses issues related to campaigning.

Adonal Foyle, a veteran NBA center who recently retired from a 13-year career with the Orlando Magic and the Golden State Warriors, founded Democracy Matters in 2001 to give students a real voice in our political system.

Democracy Matters at Marquette will focus on student activism for change. 

