DM IN THE NEWS – Fall 2014 (excerpts)*
Harvard University
“Buying Off the Judiciary”
The Harvard Crimson by Daniel Backman, Jonah Hahn, and Samuel Plank   
With a little more than a month since the 2014 midterm elections that saw overwhelming Republican victories, we have had time to see one sad trend of American politics continued unabatedly. The disturbing trend is the continuing role of outside expenditures in federal elections - over $794 million across all the House and Senate races in 2014.
The pernicious effects of a dependence upon outside donors on the democratic process cannot be ignored. Politicians have come to rely heavily on financial contributions from people who are not their constituents, undermining the representative ideals of the Constitution.
But this issue is not just confined to federal offices - increasingly, state offices are up for sale too. Especially disturbing is the influence of external expenditures on sensitive offices like state attorney general or state judge, where impartiality is especially expected.
Alicia Bannon, a counsel at the Brennan Center for Justice, condemns how justices now “campaign and fundraise like politicians,” and that the solution is to introduce “public financing so judges don’t have to rely on special interests to get elected.”
Money in politics is not a Democratic or a Republican issue; it’s an issue that applies to all of us and all the issues we care about. We need to tackle this issue in order to improve governance and pass meaningful reform on any number of issues, from immigration to climate change, gun violence to the tax and regulatory codes. We hope you join us by getting involved in our Democracy Matters chapter and signing the pledge. We still have a chance to restore democracy in America, but we need to take it.
Skidmore College
“Club Profile: Democracy Matters”
The Skidmore News by Billie Kanfer
It has been brought up time and again that Skidmore students do not care about politics. After this past midterm election, the data showed that (although absentee ballots were not accounted for) approximately 20 percent of the student body voted at Skidmore on election day. The total percentage is certainly higher considering absentee ballots (the statistic for which could not be found). Still, a club at Skidmore has taken the initiative to change this ambivalence for politics. Democracy Matters is a club that strives to “make the campus more politically engaged and interested in money and politics,” Secretary James Rider ’16 said. 

Democracy Matters wants students to become involved because, where money influences politics so heavily, only the collective voice can create change. As Rider quotes the line perhaps made famous by the West Wing, “decisions are made by those who show up.” When asked what he thinks of the student involvement with politics on campus, Rider answered, “people are disengaged because they don’t think what they say matters.” However, he begs to differ, believing that “students need to care.”

Brown University
“How big oil won Republicans power at the US mid-term elections”
RTCC.ORG by Allison Reilly and Victoria Hoffmeister
Despite environmental groups’ unprecedented election spending and a showing of 400,000 people at the People’s Climate March in New York in September, a few anti-environmental voices backed up fossil fuel corporations have managed to drown out popular calls for action on climate change.
With a Republican Senate emboldened by formidable financial muscle snapping at his heels, Obama’s ability to push his environmental agenda forward remains unclear. What is certain, however, is that the lopsided campaign finance provided to climate sceptics and deniers is out of sync with the American public’s perception of the problem and calls for climate action.
SUNY Geneseo

“Democracy Matters founder visits campus, stresses importance of political involvement”
The Lamron by Nicole Smith
Geneseo’s chapter of Democracy Matters hosted a discussion panel in which the organization’s founder, associate professor of sociology and anthropology at Colgate University Joan Mandle and Geneseo Ella Cline Shear School of Education professor Jane Fowler Morse on Wednesday Nov. 5 spoke. During this panel, the topics of education, fair elections, financial issues and more were brought up and later discussed during a question and answer period.
Mandle focused her discussion on the importance of fair elections and the large role monetary backing plays in today’s elections. “Yesterday’s election was the most expensive midterm election ever,” Mandle said, noting that congressional candidates spent around $4 billion, but only about 30 percent of eligible people voted. She then explained that less than 1 percent of Americans fund all election campaigns, leading to political bias.

“When they contribute that kind of money they want something back, and political figures, whether they want to or not, have to raise lots and lots of money,” Mandle said. “Money decides who wins and who loses, and does in every single race.”
Mandle concluded by stating, “Geneseo is a campus that we’ve had Democracy Matters in for I think eight years and each group does a great job of mentoring younger students so they take over after the older students graduate.”
Union College
“You probably won’t vote on Tuesday … but you should”
Concordiensis by Ken White
Young people want nothing to do with politics. It’s understandable that we should be exasperated; if you were born in the past 20 years or so, it’s difficult to recall a time when Americans had faith in government. In our lifetimes, incomes have stagnated, debts have increased and war has become the norm. Instead of lawmakers responding swiftly and professionally to national and international issues, the Millenials have seen record lows in bipartisan productivity and compromise. Our response has been a marked loss in faith and solidarity.
Though we may be weary of ineffective and inefficient governance, I believe this generation can become the greatest we’ve ever seen. We’ve lived through war, crisis, recession and, yes, totally unprecedented political gridlock. But our path to the future must include political participation as well. Whether we like it or not, our political structures still hold much of the power in our society. We can work around the political, but if we work within government as well, we can and will truly change the world.
Public Campaign
“How a Former NBA Player Changed the Debate on Campaign Finance” by James King
13 years ago, former NBA player Adonal Foyle founded the nonprofit Democracy Matters to fight the takeover of our democracy by wealthy campaign contributors. Since 2001, Democracy Matters has grown into a national organization engaging thousands of students across the United States.
The main question authors Jay and Joan Mandle pose in their new book Change Elections to Change America: Democracy Matters Student Organizers in Action is how to harness this activism and the need for change into a social movement on college campuses. 
*Complete articles  at: www.democracymatters.org/dm-in-news/
