Type of Activity:
Workshops

Subject:

Clean Elections




Content Framework:
Campaigns and Elections

Goal:
Students will learn how money is used in campaigns and elections and how monetary influence affects the creation, adoption and implementation of policy.  

Objectives:
Students will be able to:

· List the different campaign finance laws

· Define “hard money,” “soft money,” PAC, and 527 and understand the role they play in campaigns

· Develop a policy platform
· Debate the implementation of publicly funded campaigns

· Understand the role money plays in politics.
· Learn different ways in which they can address the issue of money in politics

Materials:

Flip chart and/or chalk board, pens, paper, articles

Procedure:

1 hour and 30 minutes
1.  5 minutes - Have the participants fill out an anticipation guide, asking them if they strongly agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree with the following statements: 
· The two party (democrat, republican) system adequately addresses the needs of citizens.

· Politicians are influenced too much by money.

· Running a campaign is too expensive.

· I would run for elected office.

· Every citizen has an equal voice in our democracy.

2. 10 minutes - Once the participants have marked their answers open it up to discussion. Why did people answer they way the did?  Which statements spurred the most debate?  Which statements spurred no debate?

3. 3 minutes - Split the students into 9 different groups.  Three groups will represent candidates who are running for elected office (see detailed profiles).  Candidate #1 is an incumbent who is running for a seventh term. Candidate #2 is a self-made millionaire and former CEO of a telecommunications company.  Candidate #3 is an American history teacher at a public school.  The next four groups represent three of the largest corporations in the country (see detailed profiles); Exxon Mobil Corporation, Pfizer Inc, and Wal-Mart Stores, and the Ford Motor Company.  The last two groups represent civic action groups focused on a specific issue.
4. 20 minutes - Once the participants are in their groups have them start working on a number of specific tasks.  The three candidates should work on developing any part of their platform that has not yet been decided.  The four corporations should be deciding how much money they want to donate and to which candidate(s), and what kinds of policies that want to see enacted.  The two civic action groups should be formulating their message and figuring out which candidate they want to target to support their issue.  Candidates should develop their platform, corporations should assess their stake in, and civic action groups should pick from the following policy choices.
· Environmental Issues - drill in ANWR (y/n), increase CAFE standards (y/n), support the signing of the KYOTO protocol (y/n), and the promotion of wind and solar farms (y/n).
· Economic Issues – minimum wage (raise/eliminate/livable), tax cuts to American companies that keep jobs in America (y/n), 
· Social Issues – universal healthcare (y/n), importation of cheaper drugs from Canada (y/n), privatize social security (y/n)

· Develop your own

Corporations will have to decide how and if they want to use their money to support a candidate: 
5. 20 minutes - Break the students into 3 groups.  Each group will be given an article to read.  After the group is finished reading and discussing the points in the article they found most interesting they will then be re-grouped with students from other groups.  Once the new groups are formed the students will educate each other about the issues and arguments made in their articles. 

· “Representative Democracy versus Corporate Democracy: How Soft Money Erodes the Principle of "One Person, One Vote" by Russell D. Feingold

· “So What Does NBA Basketball Have to do With Campaign Finance Reform Anyway” by Adonal Foyle

· “Paying for Fair Funding” by Jay Mandle
· “Become an Expert” by Joan Mandle

6.  15 minutes – Engage the entire group in a discussion.  What do you think about “clean elections?”  How did money play a role in the simulation?  How would things be different with publicly financed elections?  How does money in politics affect the issues you care about?
7. 15 minutes – What can you do?  Provide the participants with action plans, websites, more information on Democracy Matters and stories of previous student campaigns.
