Title: 

Citizen Power Workshop
Goal:  
To build student interest and involvement in Democracy Matters and the issue of money in politics.

Objectives:

Participants will be able to:

· Identify political and social issues that are important to them

· Understand the reasons why people care about certain political and social issues

· Analyze the sources of political and social issues

· Understand the role that private money plays in politics and public policy and how public financing is a solution

· Help set the agenda for campaigns organized by Democracy Matters

Time: 

60 – 90 minutes
Materials: 
Paper, pens, money in politics handouts, sign up sheet, Democracy Matters information, flip chart, markers
Lesson Plan:

1. Introduction (5 minutes) - Each participant will be given a piece of paper on which they will be asked to write their answer one of the following question (or a variation thereof): What is the most important issue facing America today?  What is the most important issue facing young people (15-30) today?  What political/social issue do you care about the most?
2. Icebreaker/Snowball Fight (5 minutes) - Once everyone has written their answer on their piece of paper they should crumple it up into a ball.  Once everyone is fully armed with a paper ball the entire group will engage in a “snowball” fight – throwing pieces of paper around the room and at each other.  After 30 seconds of throwing paper at each other (which is supposed to symbolize how a lot of these issues end up competing with each other and fragmenting what could be a much larger and more effective movement) each participant should pick up the ball of paper that is closest to them.

3. Group Work 1 (10 minutes) - All the participants will then be split up into 4-5 small groups (chosen at random).  Members in each group should open their respective paper balls and see what issue is written inside.  The small group must then try and get into the head of whoever wrote that issue and figure out why someone would consider that issue to be important.  The participants should write down their collective answers to each of the issues.

4. Group Presentations (5 minutes) - Each group selects one of their members to share their group’s response to one of the issues they discussed.  Someone should write the issues discussed onto a piece of flip chart (10 minutes)
5. Group Work 2 (10 minutes) - Once each group has shared a response they must then go back to working with their group and collectively answer the following question (or a variation thereof):  Why has this issue become such a serious problem in the United States?  Why is this issue not getting as much attention as you feel it warrants?  Why has the government been slow or unresponsive in its efforts to address this issue?  
6. Group Presentations 2 (5 minutes) – Each group will pick on of their members to share their collective response to one of the issues with the rest of the groups.  The reports should in some way all make a reference to the role of special interests, corporations, and private money in politics affecting the kinds of people who get elected and the policies they enact once in office.  This should tie all the issues and solutions around one common theme: money in politics.
7. Presentation (10 minutes) - The facilitator will highlight the connections found in all the issues by giving a brief presentation on “Getting Elected in America: How Money in Politics Weakens Our Democracy and Affects Public Policy.”  All participants should be given the two sided handout with a breakdown of how a privately funded political process works vs. how a clean/fair elections system works.  Take questions.

8. Group Brainstorming (10 minutes) – The Democracy Matters president will outline the goals he/she has set for the chapter and those in attendance will choose to focus on one of these goals (campaigns/events) and sign up to play an active role in making that campaign/event a success.  They will be asked to consider the following questions:  What level of involvement would you like to play in organizing this campaign/event?  What skills/expertise can you bring to enhancing the efficacy and success of this campaign/event?  What ideas do you have in enhancing the power and scope of this campaign/event?  How can Democracy Matters reach more students on campus and educate the community about the money in politics issue and public financing as a solution?  Depending on the number of participants, this brainstorm can be done as one large group, or they can be split up into issue areas or campaigns and a DM member will help facilitate the work in each of those separate groups.
